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must mainly be directed by fear. He must fear his officers more
than all the dangers of the battle. The officers, however, must
be actuated by ambition. The nobility alone has a sense of
honour and must, therefore, form the groundwork of the State.
Nationality was quite alien to the King. His policy was even
frankly anti-national, and he envisaged the carving up of Ger-
many. He hardly considered the middle class as belonging to
the nation. The only class he trusted was that of the officers,
and only a nobleman could becdme an officer. This class was
granted extraordinary privileges while the common soldier was
treated with brutality and contempt.
The concentration of all power in the hands of the King
enabled him to realize also some beneficial reforms, though many
achievements ascribed to him by his admirers are mere legends.
Frederick's profession of" enlightened " views and his intercourse
with Voltaire and other French wits have won him the praise of
numerous intellectuals, though many of the great German writers
of that time regarded him with aversion or mixed feelings. When
the King died, Mirabeau found to his surprise that nobody in
Berlin mourned for him. Not a word of regret or praise was to
be heard. Everybody was utterly sick of the King. In his last
years republican convictions had made great headway among
the educated classes of Prussia. Though Frederick had no
interest in German nationality he later on became the idol of
German nationalism and his name was never pronounced'in
modern Germany without affixing " the Great".
The fact that Prussian militarism had not yet become national
was one of the reasons for the catastrophe in the struggle of
Prussia with Napoleon. The French dictator was certainly a pro-
nounced militarist too, and has made characteristic confessions
in this regard. But he had gone through the school of the Revo-
lution and had learnt to make use of the principle of equality
for his purposes. Those of humble birth had the same chance
tinder the Emperor as the nobles, a,nd the civil service-had a more
dignified position under him than under Frederick. Napoleon's
militarism therefore was national. He intoxicated large masses of
the French people with the sense of being " la grande nation **.
After his death the Napoleonic legend represented him as the
friend of the people, of liberty and nationality, and with great
success.
The defeat of Prussia in her struggle with Napoleon (1806)
greatly discredited the militaristic system and led to a thorough
reorganization of the State in a Liberal spirit, in which the Baron